
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

AGENDA OF BUSINESS 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITTEE 

MAY 11, 2022 
 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITEE of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms will be held at 

the Pier Park Community Building located at 350 Lake Shore Road on May 11, 2022  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Reading and consideration of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 2/16/2022. 

4. New Business 

a. Parks and Harbor Applicants 

b. Seasonal Staffing  

c. Pickleball Courts 

5. Old Business 

a. 2022 Regatta Update (Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club) 

6. Reports 

a. Director’s Report 

b. Recreation Programs and Special Events Report 

c. Facilities Report 

i. Harbor 

ii. Courts 

iii. Pool 

iv. Playgrounds 

v. Buildings, Structures and Parking Lots 

d. Grounds Maintenance Report 

i. Landscaping 

ii. Trees 

7. Other Business. 

a. Next Meeting: 6/15/2022 

8. Adjournment. 

 

 



CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 16, 2022 
 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITEE of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at the 

Pier Park Community Building located at 350 Lake Shore Road on February 16, 2022  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The Regular Meeting of the PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITEE of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was 

called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call  

Title First Name Last Name Present (Yes/No) 

Council Representative (Chair) John Gillooly Yes 

Council Representative Beth Konrad-Wilberding No 

Council Representative Neil  Sroka Yes 

Citizen Member Jon Austin Yes 

Citizen Member Anthony Chalut Yes 

Citizen Member James Farquhar Yes 

Citizen Member John Gatliff Yes 

Citizen Member Bridgette Murray Yes 

Citizen Member Nadine Pendolino Yes 

Citizen Member Dean Sine Yes 

Citizen Member Tom  Smith No 

Parks and Recreation Director Chris  Galatis Yes 

Recreation & Aquatics Supervisor  Michele Eickhorst No 

Office and Harbor Manager Lynn  Roose No 

 

 The following other City representatives were present: Shane Reeside, City Manager. 

 

3. Reading and consideration of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 8/4/2021. 

 



Sroka motioned, Austin seconded to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 8/4/2021. 

Motion carried. 

 

4. New Business 

a. Boat Club Sponsorship Discussion (Regatta) 

 

The Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club representatives were present and updated the Committee 

on the upcoming Regatta that they are planning.   With the City adding the End of Summer Bash 

into the special events calendar, the Boat Club will be running the regatta this year.   Fireworks 

will happen on Labor Day weekend.   Boat Club will update committee on their plan and 

sponsorships for the event at the next meeting.  

 

b. Harbor Discussion: Boats in Harbor by Mid-June 

 

The Parks and Harbor Committee discussed boats in the harbor by mid-June. Director Galatis 

mentioned that staff have heard from residents regarding boats not being in the Harbor by the 

mid June date as stated in the Harbor Rules.  Director Galatis asked the Committee to weigh in 

on the topic.  Committee mentioned that it should be looked at on a case by case basis for each 

individual.  If a valid reason isn’t given for why a boat isn’t in the harbor it would be up to the 

Director to use his discretion on removal from the harbor.   Recommendation that the resident 

provide documentation on reason why boat isn’t in the harbor.  

 

c. Park Passes: 2022 Guest Policy 

 

The Parks and Harbor Committee discussed the 2022 Guest Policy.  It was decided that we go  

 back to what our guest policy was prior to Covid, which is 2 guest per park pass and then up to  

 10 punches per season for additional guests 

 

d. 2022 Meeting Schedule 

 

Committee decided it was best to hold another meeting prior to the summer season.   The next 

meeting will take place on May 11th, 2022.   This will replace the June 15th meeting that was 

originally scheduled.  

 

e. Seasonal Staffing 

 

Director Galatis updated the Committee on our search for seasonal staff as it was a big priority 

for the Department to be fully staffed.  It was discussed that the City was looking at wages for 

our seasonal positions to help better attract candidates.    If anyone knows of someone who is 

looking for a seasonal summer job please send them our way.   

 

5. Old Business 



a. Security Cameras 

 

The security camera project was completed and now we have multiple cameras within the park. 

 

6. Facilities 

a. Pickleball Court 

Our department was graciously donated 2 portable pickleball nets that could be used to add 

pickleball to our amenities here at Pier Park.   Director Galatis mentioned that the Department is 

coming up with ideas how to incorporate it into our amenities and will bring recommendations 

back to the Committee at our next meeting.   

 

b. Parking Lot Construction 

 

The north end of the parking lot at Pier Park is scheduled to start once the frost laws lift and 

weather turns from winter to spring.   The company doing the work has indicated they will 

complete the project prior to Memorial Day.   

 

c. Playground 

 

Director Galatis informed the Parks and Harbor Committee of the progress that has occurred 

with replacing our current playground with a brand new one.  The City has worked along side 

the Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation to look at proposals from various playground companies.  

It was decided that the City would move forward with Penchura who is out of Brighton.  

Director Galatis showed concept drawings of the playground.  There will be a public meeting 

held on March 20th in the Community Building to allow residents to weigh in on the project.   

 

7. Reports 

a. Director’s Update 

 

Director Galatis said that we covered many of the topics that would be included in the Directors 

update during the meeting.   

 

b. Harbor Update 

 

Director Galatis updated the Committee that the Harbor is once against at 100% capacity for 

the upcoming season.  All deposits were received and we will be sending out invoices for final 

payments which are due in March.   

 

c. Recreation Programs/Special Events 

 

Director Galatis mentioned that the Department is currently planning for the spring and 

summer and our next event is our Easter Egg Hunt which will be held in April.  



 

8. Other Business 

 

a. None 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

The Parks and Harbor Commission meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Chris Galatis, Director of Parks and Recreation  



CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITEE 

MAY 11, 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Parks and Harbor Committee Applicants  

 

SUBMITTED BY:  Chris Galatis, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
We have 3 residents who have expressed interested in joining the Parks and Harbor 

Committee.  We currently have one available spot on the committee.   We have invited all 3 

of them to the May meeting to introduce themselves and explain to the committee why they 

are interested in joining.   

 

 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
Committee will recommend which candidate is the best fit for the opening on the Parks and 

Harbor Committee.   



CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

PARKS AND HARBOR COMMITEE 

MAY 11, 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Pickleball Courts at Pier Park  

 

SUBMITTED BY: Chris Galatis, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
In 2019 the Ralph C. Wilson foundation matched a $150,000 contribution to a designated fund 

at the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce Foundation ($300,000 total in fund). These funds 

are designated for the 5 Grosse Pointe lake front parks to promote recreation inside the parks. 

A percentage of these funds are used each year (3-5%). 

In late December the City was notified that there may be unused 2021 funds from one of the 

other Grosse Pointes. The City took advantage of this last minute opportunity to purchase two 

portable pickleball nets at a total cost of $3497.00.   The entire cost was reimbursed by the 

Chamber Foundation. The only stipulation is that these be used inside the Pier Park.  

At Pier Park we currently have 3 tennis courts and 2 platform tennis courts.  The tennis courts 

are mainly used during the warmer months (April-October).  The platform courts are mainly 

used during the winter months (November-April) for platform tennis.  We are aware that we 

have groups of residents who are playing pickleball on the platform courts and that is occurring 

all year long.  Unfortunately, due to space constraints building separate pickleball courts at Pier 

Park isn’t an option.   

Pickleball is one of the big up and coming sports that many communities are trying to find ways 

to incorporate into their facilities.  When space is limited and pickleball courts aren’t able to be 

constructed communities are utilizing existing tennis courts.  One tennis court can fit 2 

pickleball courts, lines can be painted on the tennis court to be able to decipher the two courts.   

Recently, the City of Grosse Pointe Woods transformed 4 tennis courts into 8 pickleball courts.   



We have heard from many residents who have asked for pickleball to be added and give 

residents the ability to play at Pier Park.  As a department we have looked at ways we could 

accomplish the goal of adding pickleball here at Pier Park while trying to keep all groups as 

happy as possible.  I have included 2 options that will allow us to incorporate pickleball at Pier 

Park.   

Option #1: 

• Utilize Tennis Court #3 (furthest court from the parking lot) as our designated pickleball 

court. 

• On Court #3 we would paint lines to create 2 pickleball courts. 

• The current tennis court lines and tennis net would remain on the court to allow for 

tennis to be played on a drop-in basis if we do not have any scheduled pickleball 

reservations.  

• This option would provide residents with 2 pickleball courts, 2 tennis courts and 2 

platform courts. 

• This option would allow all the courts to be available 12 months out of the year weather 

permitting.   

Option 2:  

• Utilize Tennis Court #3 (furthest court from the parking lot) as our designated pickleball 

court. 

• On Court #3 we would pain lines to create 2 pickleball courts. 

• The current tennis court lines and tennis net would remain on the court to allow for 

tennis to be played.  

• The 2 pickleball courts would only be utilized for pickleball during the off season or 

winter months if weather permits. 

• Pickleball would utilize the platform courts during the summer for play and the platform 

courts would be used for platform tennis during the winter months.  

• This option would leave all 3 tennis courts available during the spring/summer.    



 

Photo of the newly created pickleball courts at Lakefront Park, Grosse Pointe Woods 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

The Parks and Harbor Committee discusses both options and makes a recommendation to the 

City which option best serves all of our residents.  


